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Ao . | PARROTS OVER PUERTO RICO

(11

DAL WINNER - 5 STARS!

ppeR  SIBERT M

—The Horn Book, starred review




Afterword

Wild parrots in flight at E1 Yungue, biue flight feathers visible

Tﬁe Puerto Rican parrot (Amazona vittata) is the only
parrot native to the United States and its territories. It
is a striking bird, about 1 foot (30.5 centimeters) in length,
with green feathers, blue flight feathers, a red blaze on
its forehead, and wide white rings around its eyes. The
parrots give a distinctive bugle, or call, of Iguacal Iguacal
in flight, probably to tell other parrots their direction and
speed. Scientists estimate the was between one
hundred thousand and one million birds on the main island

of Puerto Rico and the nearby islands of Culebra, Vieques,
and Mona in the late century, when
Columbus arrived in Puerto Rico.

The history of the parrots is closely linked to the history
of Puerto Rico. The parrots’ numbers began to shrink in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries as their nesting trees
were cut down for logging and farming. Natural enemies
including red-tailed hawks, competitors for nesting holes
such as pearly-eyed thrashers, the taking of young parrots
for pets, and massive hurricanes that devastated the
parrots' nesting areas also contributed to their decline.
Puerto Rican parrots have been described as one of the ten
most endangered birds in the world.

Red-tailed hawk
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Thomas H White, US Fish & Wildlife Servic X an;Am Estrells,
Fuer‘ra Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resuu;ces
Putting ID tag on parrot prior to its release v

Ricardo Valentin de la Rosa, manager of Rio Abajo

The Puerto Rican Parrot Recovery Program (PRPRP) is
dedicated to conserving, protecting, and managing both wild
and captive populations of the parrot so that its status will be
changed from endangered to threatened. Begun in 1968, the
PRPRP is a cooperative effort between the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, the US Forest Service, the Puerto Rico Department of
Natural and Environmental Resources, and the US Geological
Survey. The goal of the PRPRP is to have self-sufficient wild
populations of hirds in at least three locations: El Yunque,
arain forest in the Luguillo Mountains; Rio Abajo Forest, a
drier forest in northwestern Puerto Rico; and a location to he
established in the western part of the island by 2016, possibly
the rugged Maricao Forest, where abandoned plantations and
farms have heen reforested over the past sixty years.

Aviary, checking captive nests; his special hafand
vest tell the parrots he s not, -going to harm their eggs

esoy v} 9p upual

Parrots squawked as scientists with long-handied nets gently
lifted eggs and chicks from their nesting holes. The scientists always
left at least one egg or chick in each nest so some hirds could
continue living in the wild.

Wild parrots squawked as scientists gently placed chicks from the aviary
in their nests so the chicks could learn how to live in the wild. In 1979, —
the very first chick raised in the aviary flapped out of a wild nest into the
~ rain forest. :

TR A

In 1973, Luquillo Aviary opened in El Yunque. Incubators in the

The “_i‘"ﬁ“’ worked hard to keep the parrots healthy—both the captive aviary kept the eggs warm. The Puerto Rican parrots raised in 5
and the wild birds. One chick was rescued from the wild after its wings were i captivity had no experience as parents, so Hispaniolan parrots helped 4 £ | ..,
badly damaged by gooey slime inside its nest. The scientists rebuilt the baby raise the chicks. These parrots come from the nearby island of ~ia H. L 5
parrot’s wings using old, discarded parrot feathers, pins, and glue. Then they Hispaniola. They are like cousins of Puerto Rican parrots but are not R &
watched the parrot use its new wings to fly for the first time. as rare. = 4

Released female parrot with transmitter,

By the end of 1979, there were fifteen captive parrots. Most had come from
eggs and chicks taken from wild nests to the aviary.

so it can be tracked, in Rfo Abajo Forest

$ Hispaniolan/Hispaniola (his-pah-NYOH-lahnlhis-pah-NYOH-lah)

- : g - —
Flight cage at Rio Abajo Aviary; fledged chicks Iive in

1§
ther jacket used to protect Hispaniolan .
g 4 these cages until their release nto the wily

parrot from attack by hawk during predator-
aversion training




Snﬁulncmsdemimmnl’mm vuela una bandsda de cotorras
tan verdes como su isla natal. Si miras hacla arriba, por encima del bosque, ¥
tienes mucha suerte, os posible que veas of destello azul de las plumas de sus
alas y escuches su agudo chillido.

San las cotorras puertorriguedas. Han vivido en esta isla durante millones
de afos, y una vez estuvieron a punito de desaparecer de la tierra para siempre.
Esta es su historia.
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Mucho antes de que los primeros pobladores llegaran a Puerto Rico, cientos de
miles de cotorras volaban sobre la isla y los islotes cercanos. “{Iguaca! jlguaca!™,
chillaban las cotorras mientras buscaban nidos bien hundidos en la espesura de
los altos drboles.

Abajo, las olas del mar Caribe y del océana Atlintico bafaban las playas de
arenas blancas. Delicadas orquideas y frondosos helechos, coquies, ceibas repletas
de semillas, y enormes y escamosas iguanas cubrian la tierra.
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“ilguacal jlguacal”, chillaban las cotorras mientras volaban sobre las palmas
de sierra para alimentarse con su fruto oscuro y amargo,

Alrededor del afo 5000 AEC, a la islka llegd gente en canoa proveniente de las
tierras del sur. Esos primeros pobladores sembraron maiz, yuca, boniatos, mani
y pifia. Cuando miraban hacia arriba, veian los destellos azules de las plumas de
vuelo de las cotorras.

Mas tarde arribaron otros pueblos. Los tainos llegaron alrededor del afio
800 EC, y cazaron cotorras para alimentarse, ademas de domesticarlas como
mascotas, Las llamaron iguacas, nombre derivade del agudo chillido que hacen
las cotorras. También le dieron un nombre a la isla: Boriquén,

e
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A SKY THAT SINGS




| fling open my front door and fresh spring air
strokes my face. | can feel the sunshine.

It's a perfect afternoon for bird-listening!

lllustrations copyright © 2025 by Emily Mendoza

Witfen by
Anita Sanchez
' & George Steele



Notes come pouring out of the sky like raindrops.
Cheer-up cheerily cheer up cheer!

“That's a robin," | whisper.

"How on earth can you tell the voices apart?” Tia
asks. Her shoes scuff the path behind me.

“Just listen! Some of them say their names."

"R S
Jay! Jay! Jay! yelis the bluejay. ==~ % T
Chicka-dee dee dee! sings the chickadee.
Lots of other voices are singing along. The songs
weave together like tangled threads. But | don't hear

my favorite voice—not yet.

Whitfen by
Anita Sanchez Tiustrated by

. & George Steele ' I- Emily Mendoza




CHUKFI RABBIT'S BIG,
BAD BELLYACHE

—Kirkus Reviews, starred review
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DOWN HERE IN CHOCTAW COUNTRY. most folks'll tell you
“ that Chukfi Rabbit is lay-zeeee. And then they’ll say, “And watch your .
food lwhen Chukfi Rabbit is around. Blink once and it'll all be gone.”

Like that one time, long ago . . .
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Early the next morning, everyone showed up at Ms. Possum’s place.
She had made cornbread biscuits, grape dumplings, tanchi labona,
which is a Choctaw kind of corn stew, and best of all, lots and lots of
homemade butter. It was creamy and delicious and hard to make,

a real treat. But all that food would have to wait
for dinner, after the work was done.




ROSES FOR ISABELLA
ROSAS PARA ISABELLA

~ written by
- Diana Cohn
i afterWdfd by

Lynn Lohr ‘ T

i .é__s'crito por
- Diana Cohn
: ep.'ilo.g'd de

e
Lynn Lohr 5




sta manana el Cotacachi, el volcan que vigila mi pueblo,
esta cubierto por nubes blancas, tan suaves como la lana
que hila mi abuelo.

Después del desayuno, me preparo para caminar a la
escuela. Mama entrelaza mi cabello formando una larga
trenza y la amarra con una cinta de colores brillantes.

Papa me observa poner mi libro de escritura dentro de
mi mochila. El dice con una gran sonrisa: —Isabella, eres la
primera escritora de nuestra familia.

N7 S
written by A 2 “"44 o ) . B
Diana Cohn P -ﬁl"‘"‘i«’* Amy Cérdova
afterword by e AN P T '_*BOOIIe
Lynn Lohr > =

escrito por

@ ‘U .
Diana Cohn  @i=a ,3,‘.*:;”1 ¥ Amy Cordova

epilogo de

Lynn Lohr



F o The New Rose Farm

5 7 Pink, red, yellow, and ordnge roses grow in rows
30 il i that go on forever. My favorites are the roses
). — | with yellow petals with fine orange edges. I tell
7y —— : Mama they dre the color of sunrise.
In the sticky, hot greenhouse Mama picks off
all the leaves that aren't perfect. She wears a
bright yellow apron and blue rubber gloves.
y
escrito por # R Nt T oy written b b B illustrate
Diana Cohn {; ‘*“ T3 ‘ Amthérlc)lova Diana Coyhn A P Arillth(t')r(iilgva
epilogo de \‘ Boone afterword by A Boone
Lynn Lohr \,:\)’ Lynn Lohr = kK
;-\;Q\\ - O N e




o 0 S EDIE FOR EQUALITY

g EDIE WINDSOR STANDS UP FOR LOVE

illustrated \"

Cheryl Thue: :'\

—Lesléa Newman,
author of HEATHER HAS TWO MOMMIES




THE DOOMSDAY DETEGTIVES

HOW WALTER AND LUIS ALVAREZ SOLVED THE MYSTERY OF

"TOIEC DINOSAUR EXTINCTION
UEIEGIigEsS

HOW WALTER AND LUIS ALVAREZ SOLVED

a—_

LN Cvoy senson-ewwiort A

i“\\ ILLUSTRATED BY THEO NICOLE LORENZ




A GUIDE TO
SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES

cientists have many tools at their disposal in their quest to

understand the world. Throughout this book, keep an eye out
for these key activities scientists perform over and over, in any
order, to answer questions and solve scientific problems.

« Make Observations: Scientists use their five senses,
sometimes enhanced by tools, to examine the world.

« Ask Questions: Scientists wonder about something, and
then put together a specific question to express their
wonderings.

+ Modeling: Scientists make and use models to explain
how things work. Models change as their understanding
changes.

« Collaborate: Scientists work together to answer questions
and solve problems.

« Gather Data: Scientists gather as much information
related to the question as they can. The information can be
qualitative (descriptive) or quantitative (using numbers and
measurement).

. CHAPTRTWO
THE QUESTION
OF A LIFETIM

leven-year-old Walter Alvarez was roaming his Berke-

ley Hills neighborhood with his friend, eight-vear-old Gary
Messinger, looking for something fun to do. There was nothing
the boys loved more than playing pranks, like the time they used
soap to paint a sign on the sidewalk that read, "Caution, Apes
Crossing.”

Suddenly, Walter had a more serious idea.

“Do you want to go see where my dad works sometime?” Wal-
ter asked.

“Sure, why not?” Gary answered.

Walter knew Gary had never been inside a scientist’s lab,
and perhaps had never even visited the University of California,
Berkeley, where Walter's father taught. It would be fun show-
ing him the lab and the school where Walter's grandmother had
earmned her college degree. And, as usual, Walter was curious to
see what his father was working on. There was always something
new to see.

Curiosity was an important part of being
curiosity that drove Walter's great-grandfat
Alvarez, to move from Spain to Cuba in 1866 % Py
teen, and then on to California in the 1850s. I.IU!ZI"\P”;!I |

4 UkILCIIdLY
HOW WALTER AND LUIS ALVAREZ SOLVED
THEMVSTERY OF DINOSAUR EXTINCTION

0\ CINDY JENSON-ELLIOTT

IuLusraaTeD By THEQ NICOLE LORENZ
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He retioed that the nalteber and Hupes of Fossils
often changed ina singe 1es of reck. The grewacke
oo under the Old Red Sandstons, For & el
contaipgd ore Fossils 36 itrose higher

How often did asteroids hit other planets or our moon? Pretty
often, if the craters in the rest of the solar system were any indi-
cation. An extraterrestrial impact could have sprinkled the earth
with interstellar iridium. But how could one impact in a single
place wipe out life on the entire planet?

Asteroids, Meteors,
and Comets, Oh My!

If it looks like a
shooting star, it's
probably . . . any
of the above. An
asteroid is a large
chunk of rock that
orbits the sun
Meteoroids  are

rocks—from  the
size of a speck of

of Manche mer, who ba s worked at the University of Kansas's Bio-
diversity Institige and Natural Hisory Musewn, has spenta lot
of time i1 the last fewr year s looking ot bones

Lyirig on hds side tna dusty parch of earth in the Hell Cresk
forrmation of Morth Dakota, he picks away at wafes-thin layers
of soil with the slender tip of & knife blade, then lifts the mud-
stohe away, one layer at a time, When the sod reveals nothing
he bruwshes it off witha peintbrash. Butwhenever he find s somne-
thing—a fossil leaf a seed, fish bones, or even the impresson
of rough skin or feathers—DePaloma stops, squirts it witha ghe
called MaleoBOND, whech is wsed to preserve fossils, and waits
for it to soak in. His work, like the work of every paleontolo-
glet, s slowand painstaking, because one false move cande oy
preciows evidence —evidence that can belp tell us what swactly
happened arcund the world on doomsday.

Delalma is the principal investigator at Tands, 2 sie some
scientists beleve may go down in history as the dches K-y
boundary foseil collection ever disc overed.

dust to a chunk of

Asteroids, Comets, Meteonoads, Meteors, and Meteoites are all a small asteroid—
objects smaller than a plaset moving thiough space. T moving  through

space. When meteorodds or asteroids enter Earth's atmosphere and begin vaporizing
like a shooting star, they are both called meteors. If a meteor actually reaches Earth as

an intact rock, it is called a meteorite.
The difference between astercids and meteoroids is rather inexact, though it has
to do with size. Asteroids can vary from the size of a small car to the size of a large

.
kﬂ'I. s Hﬁﬂu city. (The largest asteroid, called Ceres, at aimost six hundred miles in diameter, is
’ \\\ — peare dmiryralclerip

. In contrast to these rocky space
Hl.h'ﬂh-ﬁn and otrér ded.‘m-: r.mt.ﬁ A - 41T MTA }

gatmwr:yampmhdumc:rﬁ:-ﬂ ) objects, comets are balls of ice, gas,

zore—identfied by where rhad frst —— — - and dust that orbit the sun, stream-

LTI-. i:m:;:;:;n::‘m‘ "IEE — Y HTP-. hind them. They sometimes collide

ﬂ-'l'lldl For i€ AUr3 Pecun TBin FINGE 3T with planets, such as the time scien-

thtt barder oF Frapoe and Switzedand. tists observed the comet Shoemak-

er-Levy g smash into Jupiter in 1994. atmesphere.
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EL DESEO DE MI GORAZON
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FLYING IN GOLORS




OLOR A PERFUME DE VIEJITA

—Booklist
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: Escritopor David Bowles

lhutradopor Charlene Bowles " —Pedro Martin, award-winning author-illustrator of MEXIKID



Al comienzo de la cuarta edad, antes de que existieran los
humanos o los aluxes, antes de que hubiera sol o luna, los dioses
preparaban la tierra bajo estrellas brillantes.

Estos dioses eran poderosos, pero
imperfectos. Algunos hasta tontos. @ Junajplil [Siete Junajpdl [Tienen >

responsabilidades, hijos mios!

A veces dejaban su labor para
tener aventuras tontas.

[ [Es un solo partido!
[Volveremos prontol

A veces se cansaban y
regresaban a los cielos.

7 Ha pasado més de un afio. No

iNifios! [Dejen

de pelear! Son dioses.

Tienen un propédsito

puedo estar sin tu hijo. Por favor
cria bien a los pequefios.

Y los que dejaron atrés se volvieron
tristes, amargados y enojados.

= o
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' FEEATHERED? |
__SERPENT

THE HERO TWINS AND THE MAGIC OF SONG

Written by David Bowles
iustrated by Charlene Bowles
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Escritopor David Bowles
llustradopor Charlene Bowles 4
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MUJER SE LEVANTA

When a
WOMAN RISES

A 3/{
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CHRISTINE EBER

—School Library Journal, starred review




% | THIS THING CALLED THE FUTURE

KHOSI YEARNS FOR THIS THING GALLED THE FUTURE- SOMETHING
BETTER THAN SICKNESS AND SUPERSTITION IN A SHANTY TOWN.
DOES SHE WANT TO0 MUGH? A STUNNING YA COMING-0F-AGE
DUOLOGY SET IN POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA.

UNDER WATER UNI]EHW A-l-[

THEFUTURE




GENERATION QUEER

STORIES OF YOUTH ORGANIZERS, ARTISTS, AND EDUCATORS
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